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OVERVIEW 

• STRP composition and mission 
 
• STRP guidance and advice 
 
 

 



 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
Composition and Mission 

• Core group of 18 Members providing independent guidance 
and advice 

• Nominated by CPs, IOPs, and Observer Organizations; 
appointed by the Management Working Group 

• Supported by IOPs, Observer Organizations, STRP National 
Focal Points, additional invited experts 
 

• Responsible for providing scientific and technical advice and 
guidance at the request of Parties, including on emerging 
issues  
 
 



 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
IOPs 

 
• BirdLife International 

 

• IUCN 
 

• IWMI 
 

• Wetlands International 
 

• WWF 
 

• WWT 
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 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
Observer Organisations 

 
 



 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
STRP NFPs 

 
 



 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
Additional invited experts 

• Contracting Parties may suggest scientific and 
technical experts to participate as observers 
in meetings or intersessional processes of the 
STRP with the approval of the STRP chair.  
 

• Representatives of other organizations not 
included in Annex 2 requesting to participate 
as observers in meetings or intersessional 
processes of the STRP may do so with the 
approval of the STRP Chair.  
 



STRP is an advisory body 
• Administrative Authority (AA) is the main 

government agency responsible for the 
application of the Convention 

 
• STRP national focal point provides liaison 

between the STRP members and national 
experts  

 
• CEPA (Communication, Education, 

Participation and Awareness) Government 
and NGO focal points provide leadership to 
spread the Convention’s approaches to 
wetlands management 

 
• National Ramsar Committee provides a 

mechanism to spread the Convention’s tools 
beyond individuals and develops national 
policies. 

DECISION MAKING BODIES 

ADVISORY 
BODY 



The purpose of the STRP 

“The purpose of the STRP is provide scientific 
and technical guidance and advice to the 
Ramsar Contracting Parties, the Conference of 
the Parties, the Standing Committee, the 
Ramsar Secretariat and to other wetland users 
working on wetlands issues, in order to foster 
the implementation of the Convention.”  
 



The purpose of the STRP 

“The STRP should provide in an efficient, timely 
and effective manner, global, regional and 
where possible national specific scientific and 
technical advice, guidance and tools to enable 
these audiences to respond to the 
opportunities, challenges and emerging issues 
of wetland conservation and wise use.” 



STRP: how we work 

• Meetings and workshops 

STRP17, March 2013 STRP18, September 2014 
 



STRP: how we work 
• STRP Web Portal (and email) 



STRP Guidance and Advice 

• Guidance for COP 
 

• Other scientific and technical guidance 
 Science-based technical guidance will be the 
 main focus for STRP products. The main 
 audience for the technical guidance will be 
 policy-makers and practitioners, while users of 
 wetlands may also benefit from it.  

 
• Ad-hoc advice  



STRP Guidance and Advice 

• Guidance for COP 
 
– Draft resolutions on scientific and 

technical issues 
 

– Annexes to draft resolutions: guidelines 
on scientific and technical issues related 
to Convention implementation 
 

– COP information papers that support 
scientific and technical draft resolutions 



STRP Guidance and Advice 

• Other guidance 
 
– Briefing Notes 
– Ramsar Technical Reports 
– Policy Briefs 
– Handbooks 
– Manuals 
– Fact sheets 
– Webinars 
– Videos 



STRP Guidance and Advice 

• Other guidance 
– Briefing Notes 
– Ramsar Technical Reports 
– Policy Briefs 
– Handbooks 
– Manuals 
– Fact sheets 
– Webinars 
– Videos 

 

The Secretariat will work 
with the STRP members to 
determine the type, content, 
format and design for each 
technical product. 
  
Additional explanatory 
summaries, and interpretive 
information related to the 
technical guidance directed 
at policy-makers, will be 
developed by the 
Secretariat’s 
communications team.  



STRP Guidance and Advice 

• Ad-hoc advice 
– Draft Resolutions prepared by CPs or the 

Secretariat  
– Ramsar Secretariat (upon request) 
– Ramsar Advisory Missions   
– Montreux Record  
– Specific requests from CPs 
– Emerging issues   



Expected outcomes of the triennium 

• Work plan for 2016-2018  
– !! draft completed this week for SC51 !! 

 
• Priority is technical guidance, in line with the 

high priority thematic areas and the Strategic 
Plan, aimed at practitioners and policymakers 
 

• Advice, including on emerging issues 
 

• Proposed work plan for 2019-2021 



Keep in mind timing … 

 
 
 

 
• Products for COP13 must be approved by SC, at least 3 months prior 

to COP13 
• SC requires documents 2 months in advance 
• Documents must be sent for translation 
• Therefore if COP13 is held in October 2018, then documents for 

COP13 must be completed by March 2018 
 

• Note: it will be difficult for the Secretariat to work on non-COP 
related documents in the lead up to COP13  

COP12 
(2015) 

COP13 
(2018) 

SC51 SC52 SC53 



Questions? 
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