
Park Škocjanske jame
         Slovenija

THE ŠKOCJAN CAVES REGIONAL PARK (PŠJ)  AND 
THE NOTRANJSKA REGIONAL PARK (NRP)

CERKNICA LAKE belongs to the Ljubljanica River watershed 
system. The lake has no surface outflow, discharging water 
exclusively underground. The lake is formed during rainy 
periods when the volume of water can no longer be drained 
through the system of swallets. It is the largest lake in Slovenia. 

NETWORK OF KARST WETLANDS THE ŠKOCJAN CAVES PARK is located in the classical Karst 
region where, over the Earth’s history, the Reka River has created 
an exceptional interlacement of caves, collapse dolines, sink 
holes and one of the largest underground canyons in Europe at 
the contact point of flysch and limestone. 

Protection:
2002 – Notranjska Regional Park, Ordinance on the Notranjska Regional Park 
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 75/2002)
2006 – inscription in the Ramsar Directory of Wetlands of International 
Importance

Dimensions:
Central protected area: 222 km2

Hydrological characteristics of the location:
The maximum total inflow to the polje (field) can reach 240 cubic metres 
per second while the outflow is limited to 40 – 90 cubic metres per second. 
When full, the lake covers a surface of between 26 and 33 km2. It altitude 
ranges between 547.5 and 553 metres above sea level. Cerknica Lake, Rakov 
Škocjan and the Križna Cave form part of the basin of the karst Ljubljanica 
River and have an important function in the balancing of the hydrological 
regime of the Ljubljanica River, as one of the main tributaries of the Sava 
River in Slovenia. 

The hydrological value can especially be seen in:
- the accumulation of high waters;
- the system of disappearing rivers and surface waters;
- the filling of aquifiers;
- ensuring water capacities (water catchments).

Significant Karst natural features:
the Križna Cave, Cerknica Lake, Rakov Škocjan, small natural bridge, large 
natural bridge, karst shafts/basins (kotliči), Karlovica, Tkalca Cave, sinks and 
estavelles.

Information about visits: 
Tourist Information Centre Cerknica, Cesta 4. maja 51, 1380 Cerknica 
Tel.: +386 (0)1 70 93 636, e-mail: tdrustvo@volja.net 

Park’s Administration:
The Notranjska Regional Park, Slovenia
Tabor 42, SI – 1380 Cerknica
Tel.: +386 (0)5 70 90 626, fax: +386 (0)5 70 90 633,  
e-mail: info@notranjski-park.si 

Protection:
1986 – inclusion on UNESCO’s list of natural and cultural world heritage sites
1996 – Škocjan Caves Regional Park, Slovenia; Škocjan Caves Regional Park Act 
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 57/96)
1999 – inscription in the Ramsar Directory of Wetlands of International 
Importance
2004 – inclusion in UNESCO’s MAB programme – Man and the Biospehere: 
Karst Biosphere Reserve 

Dimensions:
Central protected area: 413 hectares
Area of influence: 45,000 hectares

Hydrological characteristics of the location:
The mean annual flow of the Reka River is 8.95 cubic meters per second, but 
during flooding its highest flow can reach as much as 387 cubic meters per 
second. Following heavy rainfalls the water level can rise by 30 metres.
The underground canyon of the Reka River is the main part of the subterranean 
passages of the Škocjan Caves system, their total length being 6.4 kilometres. 
The Hankejev kanal (Hanke’s channel), 95 metres high and up to 15 metres 
wide, expands from the Šumeča jama (Murmuring Cave) into the Martelova 
dvorana (Martel’s Chamber), which is 308 metres long and 123 metres wide. 
The volume of this chamber is 2 million cubic metres. The Reka River continues 
its underground route through a siphon towards the Kačna jama (Snake Cave) 
and resurfaces as a tributary of the Timava River near Sisitiana in Italy.  

The  hydrological value can be seen in:
- the surface river and underground water system;
- the sink hole and karst spring system;
- ensuring large quantities of water for the Karst aquifier and the   

drinking water catchment near Trieste.

Significant Karst natural features:
the Škocjan Caves; Velika dolina, Mala dolina, Sokolak, Globočak, Lisična 
(collapse dolines); Velika jama on Prevala (cave); stalactite in the Lipje Caves; 
the Reka River canyon; Miklov skedenj natural bridge; sink holes.

Information about visits: 
Information Centre Matavun 
Tel.: +386 (0)5 70 82 110, fax: +386 (0)5 70 82 111, e-mail: psj.info@psj.gov.si 

Park’s Administration:
The Škocjan Caves Park, Slovenia
Škocjan 2, SI – 6215 Divača
Tel.: +386 (0)5 70 82 100, fax: +386 (0)5 70 82 105, e-mail: psj@psj.gov.si

Published by: The Škocjan Caves Park, Slovenia; Text: Darja Kranjc, Leon Kebe, Borut Peric, Vanja 
Debevec Gerjevič; Map: Borut Peric; Photographs by: The Škocjan Caves Park and the Notranjska 
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This publication has been co-funded within the framework of the SGF Ramsar 2005/2006 
project.
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GROUNDWATER
The large aquifiers of Karst and Cerkniško polje represent rich water resources. 
Water is supplied to them principally from surface flows which disappear 
underground through swallow holes and sinks. One of the key characteristics 
of groundwater in both cases is its water level fluctuation, which is evidenced 
by the inundation of Cerkniško polje after heavy rains and by floods the level 
of which can reach up to 100 metres in the Reka River underground system. 
Preservation of natural processes and water quality in both aquifiers is 
extremely important.

GETTING TO KNOW WETLANDS
Man is a being who possesses awareness and can foresee some of the 
consequences of his actions. In order to be able to manage the wetland riches 
responsibly, greater emphasis should be placed on awareness raising and the 
understanding of the functions of such ecosystems and human dependence 
on the preservation of natural processes.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
If managed adequately wetlands themselves contribute to sustainable 
development; a practice which should be based on the coexistence between 
man and nature as they represent, in addition to that which has been already 
mentioned, a key consituent part of the water cycle, a source of food and 
drinking water, a basis for agricultural production and stock farming, while 
at the same time enabling more and more important recreational activities 
to modern man. Nature enabled the survival of our ancestors and it is only 
by means of responsible actions that we will be able to do the same for the 
future generations. 

BIODIVERSITY
Wetlands are the cradle of biological diversity which enables complex natural 
processes as the source of goods and conditions for survival, and are extremely 
important for its preservation. The loss of one species means the loss of one 
of the functions within an ecosystem or an opportunity for other species. 
The consequences can be seen on the status of organisms and distribution of 
species, that is on the quality of life environment.

CULTURE
Wetlands are extremely important because they provide food and recreation to 
man, but they can only be successfully preserved if nature protection measures 
are taken into due account in managing wetlands. Only if each and everyone of 
us learns to value wetlands as one of the essential life systems and understands 
their function, will this also be accordingly reflected in our everyday functions 
and the creation of an environmentally-friendly culture.

NETWORK OF KARST WETLANDS
The Škocjan Caves Park and the Notranjska Regional Park manage two 
exceptional wetlands which represent the foundation of scientific research 
of karst and water in the history of Slovenia and create two outstanding 
symbols of natural and cultural heritage in its territory. 
The two Parks are the founders of the Network of Karst Wetlands, which 
combines expert knowledge and experience in the efforts to preserve water 
ecosystems and biodiversity, and encourages the understanding of natural 
resources and the gaining of knowledge for their wise use. 


