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@< Fifth Pan Cyprian Celebration of the
b World Wetlands Day 2009

The Ramsar Convention came into force for Cyprus on 11 November 2001. This
year for the fifth time the celebration of the World Wetlands Day was co-organized
by the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education CY.C.E.R.E., the
Federation of Environmental and Ecological organizations of Cyprus, Birdlife
Cyprus and the Environmental Association of Akrotiri. The week 1% -8" of
February was dedicated in raising public education and awareness of wetland and
Ramsar Convention values by organizing a variety of events like birdwatching,
environmental programs concerning wetlands where schools had the opportunity to
participate, as well as the fifth pancyprian celebration of WWD 20009.

The celebration was a chance for the public, representatives of the Government,
environmental NGOs, as well as representatives of the church to meet, exchange
opinions and celebrate this day. The event took place on Sunday the 01 of
February at Saint Nikolaos Farm, at the Akrotiri Peninsula a site with high
ecological value and famous for its important wetlands. This location was a great
opportunity for the visitors to meet and learn about the wetlands of this area.

The celebration included presentations on wetlands and their importance as well as
Messages from the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, the Minister of
Agriculture, Natural Resources and the Environment, , the Minister of Education
and Culture, the Bishop of Holy Church of Limassol and the President of the
Federation of Environmental and Ecological Organizations of Cyprus. The program
of the event was as follows.
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P rogram

3:15 p.p. Guests’ arrival.
3:30 p.p. Ecological songs.

3:40 p.p. World Wetland Day 2009 — Message from the Ramsar Convention Secretariat read by
the environmental educator of CY.CE.RE Mrs. Melpo Apostolidou.

3:45 p.p. Message from CY.CE.RE president and Bishop of Holy Church of Limassol Mr.
NICOLAOS.

3:50 p.n. Message from representatives of the Minister of Agricultural, Natural Resources and
Environment Dr. Michalis Polynikis.

3:55 p.pn. Message from representatives of Minister of Education and Culture Dr. Andrea
Demetriou.

4:00 p.p. Message from the representative of the green party Mr. George Perdiki, member of
the Environmental Committee of the Cyprus Parliament.

4:05 p.pn. Message from the representative of the Democratic Rally of Cyprus (Dimokratikos
Synagermos-DISY) Mrs. Eleni Theoharous, member of the Environmental Committee of the
Cyprus Parliament.

4:10 p.p. Message from the President of the Federation of Environmental and Ecological
Organizations of Cyprus Mr. Christo Theodorou.

4:15 p.p. Presentation on wetlands from the biologist Dr. Andrea Chadjichambi.

4:25 p.p. Presentation from a group of students of Laniteio Lyceum B’ on “Endangered
plant species of Akrotiri wetlands”.

4:30 p.p. Party

The celebration at CY.C.E.R.E. aimed to showcase the value of wetlands for our
ecosystem. Such habitats are important areas for biodiversity and support high
concentrations of birds, mammals, reptiles, fish, invertebrates and plants.
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Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education (CY.C.E.R.E.) provides
education programs and takes dynamic actions for the conservation of Cyprus
biodiversity and natural environment. CY.C.E.R.E aims to contribute in
environmental conservation through environmental education, research and
information. So far 20 000 students from private and public schools of Cyprus have
participated in the environmental programs that CY.C.E.R.E offers. The variety of
the environmental programs creates a pathway towards a more sustainable future.
These programs’ aim to enable students to take actions that create and maintain an
optimal relationship between themselves and the environment, and to preserve and
protect the unique natural resources of Cyprus. CY.C.E.R.E was founded in 2004
by Holy Church of Limassol and its site at the Akrotiri Peninsula is an advantage
for the Environmental Centre as the visitor has direct access to a variety of
ecosystems and organisms of outstanding importance.
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Akrotiri Peninsula includes a significant wetland complex qualified for listing as a
Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention. At landscape
scale, the Akrotiri wetland complex is an aquatic ecosystem consisting of several
interconnected parts: the Akrotiri salt lake, the Phasouri marshes (reedbeds and
surrounding wet grasslands), flat open and shrub habitats and salt marshes
connecting the Phasouri marshes and the Akrotiri salt lake, as well as the adjacent
coastal areas of the tombolo beaches: shingle on the western shore and sand on the
eastern shore. The largest wetland area is the salt lake situated in the centre of the
Akrotiri peninsula. Over the last three centuries, this former lagoon has been
isolated from the sea and a number of salt marsh vegetation communities have
developed and now surround the lake. The lake and surrounding salt marsh is
important for a range of wetland birds, in particular greater flamingo
Phoenicopterus rubber. A second distinct area which is hydrologically connected
with the salt lake is the Fassouri marshes that lie to the northeast of the salt lake.

The site qualifies under Criterion 1 of the Ramsar Convention as it is one of the very
few major salt lakes within the eastern Mediterranean in semi-natural condition
that exhibits a wide range of saline and freshwater influences. The site contains
many good examples of inland saline and freshwater wetland habitats, a
combination that is unique within the biogeographic region of the eastern
Mediterranean, including permanent and seasonal saline pools, salt marsh, sand
flats and freshwater marshes. Moreover, the AKkrotiri peninsula has been designated
as an Important Bird Area under BirdLife International criteria as it is an
important staging area for migrating birds. The site is the largest aquatic system in
Cyprus and one of the major few wetland ecosystems on the island.

Another significant wetland that is protected by the Ramsar Convention is the
Bishop’s Lake located 150m from CY.C.E.R.E. The Lake constitutes the last
Cypriot and also European freshwater habitat/station for the migratory birds. This
is an artificial lake which was initially created for irrigation purposes but turned out
to be a habitat of ecological importance that cover the needs of several million birds
which cross the migration corridor annually.

Beyond definitions, these wetlands are vital ecological and cultural features in
Cyprus landscape. It is essential that we preserve and take action for the
conservation of these vulnerable and threatened ecosystems so the future
generations will have the opportunity to benefit from them as we did.

Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education

Contact information:

Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education
www.imlemesou.org/komvos/flash/imlkykpee.htmi
E-mail: a.chadjihambi@cytanet.com.cy

Agiou Andreou 306, P.O.Box 56091, 3304 Limassol Cyprus

Tel.: 25864351, 25864344 | Fax: 25371548, 25335682
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Ramsar

Iépmtog loaykovnprog Eoptaocuog g
iy Hayxoouias Huépog Yypofrotorwv 2009

H ovuvOnkn Ramsar éyel 1e0¢i og gpappoyn oty Kozmpo otigc 11 Nogpufpiov 2001.
®étog Y mépmatn @opd o goptacpos e Hoykoopog Hpépog YypoProtommv
owpyavodnke and 7T0 Koumpwokd Kévipo Ilepifpariovrikig ‘Epsovag kot
Exnaidevong (KY.KUILE.E), ¢ ovvepyacio pe tnv Opocmovoia Ieprfpariovrikov
Kot Oworoyik@v Opyavoocewv Kvmpov, tov IItnvoroyiké Xovoeopo Kompov kot
Tov Ileprforrovtikd Omro Axpotnpiov. H gfoopdda 1-8 defpovapiov 1nrav
agepouévn oty Exnaidocvon ko EvaisOnrtomoinoen ywo toug Yypoprotomovg kon
YovOnkn Ramsar. Xg avtod To odotnuo opyovodnkav owagopes dpactnproTnTEg
OTTMG TTNVOTUPATPNOELS, TEPLPUALOVTIKA EKTOLOEVTIKG TPOYPAUNOTE CYETIKA pe
T00g vYypoPrdTomoOvg o©TO oOmoio KAmOow oyoAsio giyav TN OvvaTOTNTO VO
OVUUETAGKOVY, KOOMDG Kol 1 TEUTTN TOYKOTPLO EKONAMCT E0PTUAGUOV TNG
Hoaykoopmag Hpépag Yypofrotommy.

H exdnioon 1Ntav pio gukopia Y100 T0 KOO, EKTPOCAOTOVS TNS KUBEpynong Kot
AEPPUALOVTIKAOV UM KUPEPVITIKAOV O0PYOVIGUAV KOODS KOl EKTPOCOTOVS TNG
Exxkinociog vo ovvavin0ovv, va aviaArdovv amdyelg Kol va YIo0pTdoovy avT) T
pépa.

O coprtacpdg npayparoromidnke v Kvpuokn 1" deBpovapiov oto Kripro tov
Kvrprokotv Kévrpov Ileprpairovrikic 'Epevvog ko Exkmaidogvong oto Aypoktnpa
Ayiov Nwkordov, 611 xEpcovnco AKpoTPiov, pio Tomo0ecio VYNANG 0IKOAOYIKNG
a&log Kol YV@OOTI] Y10 TOVG GNRAVTIKOVS VYPoPLoTomovg tne. Avti) 1| Tomodesia divel
TNV UKOIPIO OTOVG EMOKEMTES VO YvOpicovy Kor vo evnuepmBoidv yua Tovg
vypoprétomovg g TEPLOYNS.

H exonioon meprhapfove mopovoidoels yio 1ovg vypoPlotémovg Ko T 6npocio
10V KaO®Og Kol pnvoporta ané ™ I'pappateio g LovOnkng Ramsar, tov Yaovpyo
l'sopyiog, ®vowov Iopov kov Ilepifpdriovrog, tov Ymouvpyd Ilowdeiog kot
IMoMTiopov, Tov Xmpemiokomro Apofovvrog kor tov mpoedpo ™™g Opoomovoiog
Heprparioviikav kot Oworoyik@v Opyavooewv Korpoo.
Naykoopia Huépa YypoRiotomev 2009

O1 vYpPOPIOTOTION HAG TLVSEOLY OAOLG 5@@ e S

NATKOIMIA HMEPA
¥YrPOBIOTONSGN 2009

~ World Wetlands Day 2009
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AKorov0el To TPOYpOppO TS EKONAOGTG.

H DOYPOLLLLO

3:15 pL.p. Ilpocélevon.
3:30 p.p. Owoloykd tpayovdia.

3:40 p.p. Iaykoowa Huépa YypoBiotonmwv 2009 — Mrjvopa g Ipappateiag tg Toupfaong
Pauodap amd v mepifarrovrikr| exmtaibevtiko tov KY.K.ILE.E. ka MéAntw AstootoAidov.

3:45 M. Xapetiopog amod tov [Ipoedpo tov Kumprakov Kévrpov Iepifarrovikng 'Epevvag kat
ExmnaiSevong Ozopiréotato Xwpemiokono Apabolvtog k.k. NukoAao.

3:50 M. Xapenopog ek pepovg tov Ymovpyeiov F'ewpylag, @uotkmv [Topwv kat ITepifdirovtod
o tov AtevBuv) g Yo peoiag Iepipddovtog k. Avimvi) Aviemviov.

3:55 H.p. XapeTiopog ek pepovg tov Yrrovpyeiov ITadeiag kat
IToAtiopov Ap. Av8péa Anuntpiov.

4:00 p.p. Xaipetiopdg ato tov BovAgvt tov Kivijpatog OtkoAdywv IepifarlovTiotov K.
T'wpyo Iepdikn, perog Emtpomnng [epifairovtog Tng BovArng Twv AVTIIpOoGmy.

4:05 P Xapetiopodg amo 1 BovAgutr) touv Anpokpatikol) Tuvayeppot Ap. EAgvn
Beoyapovg, uelog Emtponrg Iepifairovog g BovAng Twv AVTIipoommmv.

4:10 p.p. Xaipetiopodg asto tov [poedpo g Opoomnovdiag Mepifarrovtikmv kat OtkoAoyikwv
Opyavaoenv Kimpov k. Xpioto Ocodmpov.

4:15 p.u. Iapovoiaon oxetika pe Touvg vypoProTomovg asto tov PlroAdyo Ap. AvSpea
Xatgnyap).

4:25 p.u. Iapovoiaon g epyaciog opadag padnrov tov Aaviteiov Avkeiov B’ pe Oepa
«Aseovpeva e eEaavion eutika £idn otouvg YypoPirotomovg Akpwtnpiov».

4:30 p.p. Aggloon.

O eoptoopoc oto KY.KILE.E ot0yeve oto va avedeiler 11 onpocio tov
VYPOPLOTONOV GTO OIKOGUGTING POS. AVTE TO OLKOGUGTIHOTO E£iVOL GNUOVTIKEG
nEPOYES Yo TN SwTnpnon TS POTOUKIAOTNTOS KOU OGTOTEAOVY GIUOVTIKO
gvolaiTnro Yo oAl TTNvVeV, INLAGTIKOV, EPTETAOV, YUPLOV, 0OTOVOVAOV Kol
PUTAV.

To KY.K.ILE.E. mapéyel ekmo1deuTIKG TPOYPARNATO KOl OPUCTNPLOTOLEITOL ME
ot0Y0 TN owTipPnon TS PLOTOKIAGTNTOS KOL TOV QUOIKOV TEPLPAALOvVTOS TNG
Kvzmpov. Xxomog tov givan va coppaier otn owetnpnon tov nepifdriiovrog péom g
aeplfollovTiKi)s eKmaidocvons, mePParioviikig £pevvag Kol TEPPUILOVTIKIG
ainpoeopnonc. Méypr onpepa 20,000 podntég amd dnuoclo Kol 1OIOTIKG GYOAELQ




Worid

|' Cyprus 5™ Pan Cyprian Celebration of the World Wetlands Day
\d[l1Nal!

g Kvmpov £xovv ovppetaoyer ota nepifalloviiKG KTOIOEVTIKG TPOYPARNOTA
nov wtpocpéper To KY.K.ILE.E..

H mowirio TOV EKTOLOEVTIKAOV TPOYPUPUATOV Ovoiyel dpopovg yro £ve del@opo
péEALOV. XKOTOS TOV TPOYPOURATOV €ivor 1N onuwovpyio pog mepforiioviikda
OUVELINTOTTOMUEVIS KOowveviag ov Oa dwatipel appoviki) oy£cn PHE TO QUOIKO
nepipairov. To KY.K.ILE.E. 1WptOnke to 2004 ané v Ilepd Mntpomoin Agpecod
Kol 1 Tomto0gcio TOV TNV KOPOLA TNG YEPOOVIIG0V AKPOTIPIOVL divel TNV gukopia
OTOVG EMOKENTES VO £YOVV GueES TPOGPAO GTIV TOIKIALYL OIKOGUOTINATOV KOl
OPYOUVICU®V.

H yepoovnoog Akpotnpiov aeprtlapPaverl Eva onNpavTiKO dikTvo VYPORLOTOTMV TOV
ovumeprioppavovror otn Alota dedvovg onpociog Tng XuvvOnkng Ramsar. To
0ikTVO VYpoProTéntOV AKkpmTipiov eivar éva otkoocVoTNNA TO 0TToi0 aTOTEAEITOL OO
000 Kvpimg vypofrotomovg (Alvkn Akpotnpiov Kat vypopiétonor ®acovpiov) ou
omtoiot ovvofovtal petaly tovs. H Alvkn Akpotnpiov, to £éAn tT0v Pacovpiov,
Oopvoon evormtipote Kol alpopd €A ovvdofouvv tov vypofrotorno Pacovpiov pe
™mv AlK Axkpotnpiov koboc kov TG YeEwovikég okTés. O  peyalvTepog
vypoprotonog sivan avToOg TNG GAVKIG TOV PpiokeTar 6TO KEVTPO TS YEPSoviicov. Tig
TELEVTOIES TPELS OEKOETIES 1] GAVKY] amopoveOnke amd 1) 0drlacoa, £Tol mowKAia
OAOPUTIKOV QUTOKOWVOVIAV avarTtOyOnkav kot péypr onpepa mepifpdrovv T Aipvy
NG 0AVKIG.

H aivkn kor o1 YOp@ 0A0QUTIKOL 01KOTOTOL EIVUL GNUAVTIKOL Y10 TOIKIALL VOPOPLOV
TOVMAV 0TS TOv QAopivyko Phoenicopterus rubber. O O€0TEPOS GNUAVTIKOG
VYpoPLOTOTOG OV GUVIELETOL PE TNV GAVKIN] AKpoTpiov givor o vypoPrdtomog
®acovpiov fopeloavaTorkd TG CAVKNC.

O1 ovykekpipévol owkotomor Tanpovy to Kprripro 1 g XovOnkng Ramsar agov
givar pio amd Tig AMyeg ahvkéc oty gupiTEPN meproyn tns Meosoyeiov mov £xovv
owatnpn0si. H yepoovincog AkpoTipiov o100£TEL 0PKETE TAPUOEIYNOTA ECOTEPIKAOV
OAPVPAV KOl YAVKOV VOGTIVOV 0IKOGUGTINATOV, £VOG GUVOVUGUOS HOVAOIKOS 6T
Broyewypagiki weproy s Meooyeiov. Akoun, 6An n weproyn £xer mpotadei mg
ONUOVTIKI] TEPLOYT] YO TNVE AANPAOVTOS O01EOVI] TTNVOrOoYIKA KprThpra a@ov
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amoteLEl SGNUAVTIKO oTaONd TOV amodNuNTIKOV ToviMav. Afilel va avaeepBel oTL
OVTN 1] TEPLOYN] EivOL TO PEYOAVTEPO diKTLO VYpOProToT®V TS Kvmpov ko évag and
TOVg Alyovg vypoProTomovg 6To vnoi.

"Evag axopn onpovtikog vypofrotomog mov npostoteveTon amd T XovOnkn Ramsar
givanr av1ég ™G AgomoTikg Aipvig N ooia Ppioketarl o amdotacn 150 pétpov and
70 KY.K.ILE.E.. H Aipvn amotelel TNV TEAEVTAI0 VOIATOGVAAOYT] YAVKOV VEPOL KOl
TOV TEAEVTOIO 0TOONO Y10 TO PETOVASTEVTIKG movMd. Eivar teyvnty Aipvn mov
apyKa onuovpyNnOnke Yo okomovg apocvons aird eEehiynke o Eva onuavtiko
gvoraitnua vynAg otkoAOYIKNG 0Siag KOADTTTOVTOS TIS OVAYKES YLAMAOMV TTNVAV
OV 1061 OVV TO PHETAVAGTEVTIKO HOVOTATL KAOE YpOVo.

Avtol o1 vypoprotonor givar {OTIKOL KOl 0mapaiTTOL TOPAYOVTES OLKOAOYIKNG KOl
roMTiopikng adiog yio To Kvproké kot 1o maykéopio mepifdriov. Eivar onpovtiko
va dpdoovpe GVAAOYIKA Y0 TN S10TIPGT GUTAOV TOV EVTPOTOV KOl ATELAOVUEVOV
OLKOGVOTNHAT®OV 0PN VOVTOS £TOL 6TIG ETONEVES YEVEES Nio, 6TTOVIGiC KA povouLd.

Kunpiako Kévrpo MepiBaAAovTiknG ‘Epeuvag kal Eknaideuong

ZToIXEid ENIKOIVWVIAG:

Kunpiako Kévrpo MepipaAlovTikinG ‘Epeuvag kai Eknaidsuong
www.imlemesou.org/komvos/flash/imlkykpee.html

E-mail: a.chadjihambi@cytanet.com.cy

Ayiou Avdpéou 306, T.O. 56091, 3304 Agpeodg Kitrpog
TnA.: 25864351, 24864344 | Fax: 25371548, 25335682




